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Weir Farm—
A Quiet
Marriage

of Art

and Landscape

I'ne LAUNDRY, BRANCHVILLI

[. Alden Weir

IN 1882 'HE AMERICAN ARTIST J. ALDEN

WEIR TRADED A STILL LIFE HE HAD PURCHASED FOR
$560 FOR A 153-ACRE FARM IN SOUTHWESTERN
CONNECTICUT. WEIR DID NOT INTEND TO LIVE Al
THE FARM, BUT AFTER HIS FIRST VISIT TO THE PROP-
ERTY, HE BECAME INCREASINGLY DRAWN TO ITS
ROCKY LANDSCAPE AND CLAPBOARDED BUILDINGS.
HERE, HE SPENT NEARLY FOUR DECADES PAINTING,
AND HIS FRIENDS CHILDE HASSAM, JOHN
TwacHTMAN, EMiL CARLSEN, AND ALBERT
PINKHAM RYDER OFTEN JOINED HIM TO CAPTURE
THE FARM'S MAGIC ON CANVAS.

WEIR FARM HAS BEEN DRAWN AND PAINTED
BY ARTISTS EVER SINCE. [T IS THE ONLY HISTORI(

PORTRAIT OF |. ALDEN WEIR
_L‘J'u.' Singer Sargent

SITE IN THE NATION TO OFFER THE HOME, STUDIO,
AND GROUNDS OF AN IMPORTANT LATE IQTH-
CENTURY AMERICAN ARTIST WHOSE HOME AND LAND
WAS INTEGRAL TO HIS ARTISTIC VISION. WEIR FARM

. Binesc ; s Wi NATIONAL HIiSTORIC SITE 1S CONNECTICUT'S ONLY
r Pr \ ADX NATIONAL PARK AND ONE OF TWO IN THI NATIONAI
oil on canvas, Weir Farm Heritage Trust. Gift of Anna Ely Smith and Gregory _

Smith PARK SYSTEM TO FOCUS ON AMERICAN ART.
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WEIR'S ORCHARD
Albert Pinkham Ryder

I'ue LAUNDRY LINE
Sperry Andrews

Guided and wc“-—‘l.:lllt‘]ni
tours will include the main house,
used by three artistic families—the
Weirs, Youngs, and Andrews—the
Weir studio, and the Young studio,
built by the sculptor Mahonn
Young, who married Dorothy, one
of Weir’s daughters. These interiors,
with their onginal furnishings, will
give visitors an intimate portrait of
the lives of the families and of the
working environments of the
artists

After touring the main
buildings, visitors can stroll through

the fields, meadows, and woodlands,

RoAap 1O THE LAND OF NoD
Childe Hassam

and along the way, encounter the
stone terraces, old fieldstone walls,
and many other features designed
with an artist’s eye. The landscape
will be restored to retain the open
character that defined 1t during
Weir's and Young's time. Selected
areas of woodland will be cleared.
The present system of footpaths will
be L‘\}‘.itld(‘\i, where inl}\lc to fol-
low historic routes, such as the
former wagon road. Lost features,
such as the “secret garden™ and the
farm fields cultvated by J. Alden

Weir, will be restored.

FOR ARTISTS
OF THE FUTURE
The Weir Farm Heritage Trust will
maintain an artists-in-residence pro-
gram, sponsoring three to five artists
at a time. Site educators will offer an
arts program for area schools, both
in the classroom and on the farm,
using the site to explore art through
many disciplines, such as history and

geography

MANAGING
AND MAINTAINING
THE SITE
The NPS and the Weir Farm Hen-

tage Trust will work to acquire

nearby properties for the Visitor
Center and the administration and
maintenance facility. New construc-
tion will take place only if existing
structures cannot be adapted for
these uses. Curatorial offices and a
library will be included in the Visitor
(-&’I][t'r. IT} \'l'rl'fpl.T'.Hll'lI] \\']ll'l OWners
of adjacent residential properties, the
NPS will work to promote planting
of vegetative screening. Additional
plantings along the periphery of the
park will help preserve the integrity
of the setting and neighboring
residents’ privacy. In addition to the
limited parking provided near the
Visitor Center, the NPS will negot-
ate \\](h area towns or I"T!\.lft' com-
mercial property owners for over-
flow and bus parking during times of.
peak visitation and special events.
Site managers will encourage visitors
to travel to Weir Farm by mass

transit, foot, and bicycle.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF
THE PLAN

1 Main House

AND SURROUNDING
LANDSCAPE

The main house, with its
original red clapboard, leaded
glass windows, and period
fumishings and artifacts will
convey historic domestic use
by the Weir and Young
families, and current use by
the Andrews family. Historic
landscape and building
features, including the Weir
garden, will be preserved or
restored.

2 WEeR Stupio

J. Alden Weir's blue-
painted ceiling with gold
starfish, his pot belly stove,

WEeIR FARM NAaTiONAL HisTORIC SITE
Wilton and Ridgefield, Connecticuat

his easels, brushes, and

| palettes and other studio

Sfumishings will give visitors
the sense that he worked
here only yesterday.

3 Youne Stupio

The scaffolding, armatures,
and many of the tools Young
used to create his sculptures,
paintings, and etchings will
be part of this furnished
space, as will an exhibit on
the current resident artist,
Sperry Andrews.

4 MaiN Barn

This grey shingled structure,
s0 often painted by Weir,
Young, and Andrews, will
remain as a picturesque
record of the farm’s agrarian
past.

5 BURLINGHAM BARN
Rehabilitated for school
programs, lectures, art
classes, and workshops.

6 BurLiNGHAM HoOusE
Rehabilitated for artists-in-
residence housing. The
sunken garden, vegetable
gardens, and orchard planted
by Cora Weir Burlingham,
a daughter of J. Alden Weir,
| will be rehabilitated.

7 CARETAKER'S HOUSE
AND GARAGE/BARN
House rehabilitated for Park
Ranger housing. Garage/
Bamn rehabilitated and
expanded for studio space
for the artists-in-residence
program. Nearby 15-car
parking area will be retained.

8 Ponp, Dam,

AND WOODLAND
Landscape features around
the pond will be restored
selectively. The dam will be
stabilized, and the pond
built by Weir will be momi-
tored and maintained. The
summer house and the boat-
house will be reconstructed
if sufficient architectural
information is available.

9 FOOTPATH SYSTEM

The system will be expanded
to form a loop and link
adjacent open spaces, which
include The Nature
Conservancy property and
Ridgefield conservation land.
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WEIR FARM

PROVIDES US A
RARE OPPORTUNITY TO
COMMEMORATE THE
QUIET MARRIAGE
OF ART AND
TENDED LANDSCAPE
THAT SO CLEARLY
DEFINED THE AMERICAN
IMPREssui;ust
MOVEMENT.

BY HONORING
THE VISION OF
J. ALpEN WEIR
AND THE LAND THAT HE
LOVED SO WELL,

WE COMMEMORATE
SOME OF OUR OWN
BEST INSTINCTS TOWARD
THE NATURAL WORLD.

=Senator Joseph Licberman

®

WEIR FARM
HeRrITAGE TRUST/
NATIONAL PARK SErVICE
4 Partnership for Preserving an
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